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main purpose of the Exposition is to draw together and 
manifest to the entire world the evidences of human prog- 
ress, not only in material things, but also in intellectual 
and moral development. To this end the display of the 
latest military inventions by which the Nations propose 
in certain contingencies to destroy each other, are surely 
less important than the presentation of those ideas by 
which it is proposed that they shall aid each other to a 
higher civilization. Among the latter, anything that 
tends to the diminution of war is pre-eminent. 

Secondly, such a Conference so called is in accordance 
with the precedent made by the United States Govern- 
ment in the Conference of American Nations already 
held, and in harmony with the invitation sent by the 
United States to European Nations to which Switzerland 
has made a favorable response. 

Thirdly, the five hundred thousand dollars (more or 
less) which might be appropriated to this object, if it 
should prolong the enjoyment of peace for a single week 
or prevent some alleged necessity for coast defence or 
naval construction, would be the best investment possible 
to the nation. If it should result in a treaty with Great 
Britain alone, solemnly guaranteeing a trial of arbitration 
before any declaration of war, it would remove all prac- 
tical danger of attack upon our extended coast or any 
reasonable pretence for attempting to rival the navy of 
Great Britain. 

Fourthly, the geographical position of the United 
States ; the conglomerate character of its population ; 
and the nature of its free institutions, combine to point 
to our Government as a leader in the cause of peace. To 
this other nations could not object. Indeed some of the 
ablest foreign statesmen have declared that in the cause of 
peace and arbitration America is the hope of the world. 

Finally, will not the friends of peace circulate the 
Petition of which the following is a copy, and secure the 
weightiest as well as the largest number of names ? 

Petition to Congress. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives in the United 
States Congress assembled : 

The undersigned, citizens of the United States, having 
a profound sense of the evil and inadequacy of war as a 
mode of settling international disputes, hereby pray your 
honorable body to take whatever action may be necessary 
to invite a conference of the Governments of the world to 
sit, during, and in connection with the World's Colum- 
bian Exposition, to be held at Chicago in 1893, for the 
purpose of devising, discussing and recommending meas- 
ures by which the principle of arbitration may be incor- 
porated into Treaties ; conflicting international laws may 
be harmonized ; and an International Court established, 
having jurisdiction in cases which Governments shall fail 
to settle by negotiation. 



A TALK WITH AND ABOUT MINISTERS. 
" I wish you would convert our pastor," said a lady to 
me who had been made a widow by war. " He recently 
remarked to me that war was right and he could prove it 
by the Bible ! " I did not see him but he is one of many 
ministers of the Gospel. There were thousands of such 
who could prove to their own satisfaction that slavery was 
right by the Bible. A Mormon preacher spent some 
time on a steamer to convince me that polygamy was a 
duty by quotations from the Bible. Those who drink 
and sell spirituous liquors will quote texts about " a 
good creature of God" — " A little wine for the often 
infirmities," and the miracle at Cana in justification of 
the use and traffic in intoxicating liquors in America in 
1891 ! The Bible has no worse enemies than those who 
search it to justify wickedness. A minister is removing 
foundations laid by God for men's faith when he preaches 
that the congeries of crimes systematized under the 
name of war is pleasing to our heavenly Father and to be 
practised for his glory. If they exert any influence 
they are breaking down the Christian and spiritual con- 
sciousness of their hearers. Every soldier knows that 
the spirit of a battle and that Comforter whom Jesus 
Christ promised and shed forth after his death, are 
antagonistic. It is said that certain Jesuit Fathers 
proclaimed that everything was right that would do good. 
Hence the word "Jesuitical," a most significant and 
suggestive word. War does good, yes. So does rum, 
opium, fire, pestilence, profanity, falsehood, covetous- 
ness and all the things which God has taught us are 
wrong. An incidental good can never justify an all but 
universal evil. Show me a war, one alleged object of 
which was to do good, the result of which was conspicuously 
beneficial to mankind in some particulars — like the Civil 
War in America — and I will show you a universal and 
penetrative evil that was essential to its spirit and method. 
It trained a nation to believe in war — its beneficence 
and perpetuity. No, if the Bible is a revelation of God 
it does not in the spirit of its teachings contradict the testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ who is its author and inspirer. ' ' Love 
your enemies " — "Do no Murder" — " Lie not one to an- 
other" — " Swear not at all." 
Gentleness, meekness, goodness, faith— surely these 

virtues developed as they may be by opposition and trial 

are not the simple and direct fruit of men's fighting and 
killing each other. Courage in combat, patience under 
trial, obedience to commanders, are cultivated in warriors. 
But it is not always or often the highest, i. e., moral 
courage. The patience could be attained in nobler pur- 
suits and higher conflicts. Obedience is not taught or 
secured alone by military law and drill. The good Cen- 
turion of the Gospel is exceptional. He is enough like 
a miracle to be conspicuous and remarkable. So are 
Gardiner, Havelock, Vickers, Jackson, Gordon and other 
soldiers whose deeds of piety wrought out under terrible 
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temptations and vile influences, are written. But they 
are exceptions. On the field of spiritual struggle and 
especially among Christian missionaries the bad men are 
correspondingly few. The vast majority of men who give 
their lives to extend the Gospel are essentially heroes. 
They are too common to be mentioned. But Elliot, Judson, 
Pattison, Patton and others near to our own times stand 
before me, and I believe before God, heroes of bloodless 
battles, the crowned martyrs of untrumpeted triumphs. 

We wish ministers would not so easily grow weary of 
the distinctly Christian character and try to find in the 
dust and glamor of the battlefield the chief ornaments 
of Christianity. It looks as if they had lost faith in Jesus 
Christ, the life He lived, and the peculiar virtues He 
commended and exemplified. Preach the Gospel, breth- 
ren, and leave the preaching of war to its apostles. 
Justify the ways of God to man if you can. Do not 
attempt to press Bible texts to do service in justifying 
any wrong. 



CHILDISHNESS AND CHILDLIKENESS. 

We were speaking the other day to a distinguished 
Doctor of Divinity of Lincoln's early lyceum lecture on 
Peace and Arbitration and the neglect of his biographers 
to answer our letters making inquiries for the same, when 
our friend remarked, " Why, when I was a young man I 
delivered a lecture on the same subject." '' Did you?" I 
inquired, " where is it? I would like to see it." " O, it 
was lost long ago." " Well, why don't you write another 
or a sermon advocating the same principle !" " Because, 
I have put away childish things." We of course under- 
stood the reference to Paul's account of himself 1 Cor. 
xiii. 11, but could not help replying, " A greater than 
Paul has said, ' except ye repent and become as little chil- 
dren ye shall in no wise enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.' " 

Some things which are essentially childish because im- 
mature are "put away " in the sense of being outgrown, 
though they are somehow incorporated with, and are a part 
of the larger growth. But the guilelessness, innocence, 
trustfulness, tenderness, the love unmarred by envy, 
malice or ambition, and, especially, the shrinking from 
cruelty and blood which characterizes an ideal childhood, 
and which Jesus Christ never put away or outgrew, ought 
to be retained, or if lost should be restored. " Of such 
is the Kingdom of Heaven." But war implies the repres- 
sion or extermination of these very qualities from the soul 
of a great fighter. The early faith of youth in grand 
ideals is swept away by contact with the practical selfish- 
ness of mankind. It is a terrible and, in many cases, an 
irreparable loss. Keep to your earlier and purer ideals, 
young man. Return to them, old man. Dive to the bot- 
tom of the barrel if you must and bring up the boy's 
essay against war. Let your second childhood be as pure 
and sweet as your first. Unlearn the selfish and cruel 



maxims of man. Learn again by heart the words of 
Jesus — " Love your enemies." Whatever you may have 
learned contrary to that, you have not learned from Him. 
The facts of human history, the logic of events, the argu- 
ments of man, inferences from portions of the Old 
Testament, may have convinced you that war is an in- 
evitable and even a just and righteous thing. But the 
inner consciousness of a sweet and holy soul, the exam- 
ple and testimony of Jesus, the light and leading of the 
Holy Spirit tend only to make a man abhor war. God is 
seeking to lead the race back not to childishness but to 
childhood. 



MAN IS A FIGHTING ANIMAL. 

Such is often urged as an objection to the abolition of 
war. It is said peace is a reform against nature. As long 
as man is human he will fight and by the necessities of his 
nature, it cannot be otherwise. We answer, Man is a 
coveting animal, yet we teach him to obey the law, 
" Thou shalt not covet." Man is a thieving animal, but 
we teach " Thou shalt not steal." Man is a lustful animal, 
but we forbid adultery. Man is a killing animal under the 
temptations of anger, pride, lust and covetousness, but 
we say, " Thou shalt do no murder." Public sentiment 
approves of making and executing laws against the indul- 
gence of private revenge, against duelling and against 
mob-law. On every hand by moral precepts, legal enact- 
ments and religious sanctions, we restrain, condemn and 
have really accomplished something towards repressing, 
curtailing and abolishing the evils above mentioned, but 
when we come to war, which is the sum and fruit of some 
of the worst passions of men in association and thus 
in aggravation, we are warned not to attempt its abolition 
because by so doing we contend against human nature ! 



THE ANTI-OPIUM RESOLUTION. 

Sir Joseph Pease in the British House of Commons 
lately moved, " That this House is of opinion that the 
system by which the Indian opium revenue is raised is 
morally indefensible, and would urge upon the Indian 
government that they should cease to grant licenses for 
the cultivation of the poppy and the sale of opium in 
British India, except to supply the legitimate demand for 
medical purposes, and they should at the same time take 
measures to arrest the transit of Malwa opium through 
British territory." A heated discussion followed, the 
House eventually dividing, with the result that 160 mem- 
bers voted for the resolution and 130 against — being a 
majority of 30 in favor. 



Four thousand passengers sailed from New York July 
4, for Europe. It took nine steamships to carry them. 
One steamer, the Servia, broke her machinery 230 miles 
out, and was towed back with her 760 passengers disap- 
pointed, but glad to escape injury. 



